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#BestOfBishop

Next week:
Week B

Assembly Theme:
Unlocking Unique 
Potential

Monday 9 September

Year 11 Collective Worship

Praying Parents 2pm

Tuesday 10 September

Year 10 Collective Worship

Wednesday 11September

Year 8 & 9 Collective Worship

Year 12 Transition Information

Evening for Parents 6pm 

Thursday 12 September

Year 7 Collective Worship

Year 7 Govilon Parents 

Information Evening 6pm

Year 12 & 13 Drama Trip

Friday 13September 

Year 12 & 13 Collective Worship

Celebrating Who We Are 

Week Ending: 24th May 2024
NEWSLETTERWeek Ending: 6 September 2024

Miss Silverthorne

Cambridge Biology Challenge

It has been wonderful to return to school this week, going through 

the ritual of starting a new academic year.

We begin this term absolutely delighted with the results our 

incredible A Level and GCSE students achieved in the summer, and 

ready to continue the amazing processes of learning for all year 

groups once again.

Unsurprisingly, the summer saw many other incredible feats – from 

the Sports Tour in Singapore and Malaysia to our three Biology 

students who were invited to Homerton College to celebrate coming 

an amazing fourth out of thousands of independent and state school 

entrants to the Cambridge Biology Challenge.

Staff were in school for two days before our students joined us, 

consolidating their professional learning on Monday and Tuesday. 

We are very pleased to welcome the following to our team, either to 

start or to continue their careers with us: 

Mr Darker (Head of Year 9)  Mrs Horncastle (MFL)

Mr Neeson (Head of Year 10)  Mr Reilly (Head of Computing)

Mr Salawu (Maths)                     Mrs Scholey (PSHE, Computing)

Dr Smith (Maths)   Mr Van Diepen (Maths)

Whether it’s new or returning students, or new or returning staff, we 

welcome them all into the Bishop Stopford School community. In 

every case, we know we will enrich each other and be the better for 

it. So Happy New Year 2024-2025!
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We are a Church of England School

Core Values in Action

Our Core Values in Action award recognises students for embodying our school’s values in their local communities. 

We always love to celebrate their contributions which represent our school so well.

 If you know of any student who may be eligible for a Core Values in Action award, please email Mrs Peach:

hpeach@bishopstopford.com 

A very warm welcome to my first ‘column’ this academic year – whether it’s your first read or your 551st!

‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God’ – Philippians 4:6 The Bible.

I love this verse. There is so much for us to take hold of here. The instruction is clear. We are to come to God with 

thanks and to share the desires, wishes, worries and concerns of our hearts with Him. He wants us to present our 

requests to Him IN EVERY SITUATION. And this is a fabulous alternative to worrying, fretting and trying to do 

things in our own power.

Please do come and join us in The Chapel on any of the above dates, if you are able, to do just this. Praying 

parents starts with a short time to chat over a cup of tea, the reading of a few Bible verses together with a reflection 

and often a worship song. We then pray for all aspects of school life. Our first session as you’ll see above is on 

September 9th at 2pm. You will be made very welcome.

Victoria Hutchinson

Lay Chaplain

Degree Success

Congratulations to Lowri Griffiths who has just graduated from the University of Bangor with a 1s class honours 

degree in Psychology. She has been accepted on to a Masters degree course at Trinity College, Dublin, to 

study Applied Behavioural Analysis and is currently thinking to use it in an educational context in the future. We 

wish her all the very best!

Miss Silverthorne

mailto:hpeach@bishopstopford.com
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Safe Space

Hampton Court Trip

“Our day at Hampton Court was amazing. We had the benefit of beautiful weather which meant we could admire 

the picturesque gardens, but the main event was taking in the preservation of Tudor history within the court itself. 

The characters were brought to life by actors dotted around the site. It really helped to contextualise the events 

during the mid-Tudor crises and to visualise the people we talk about so much in lessons. 

As we walked inside the main building, we saw all the effort it took to cultivate this pillar of history -  from the 

massive portraits of past monarchs to the minute details- like the remaining emblems of Henry’s marriage to 

Anne Boleyn. Thank you to everyone involved for making our trip memorable and entertaining!”

Erin Mizon

We’ve really enjoyed welcoming students back to school this week.  It’s wonderful to see their excitement 

about the return, reuniting with friends and beginning new learning.  It has, for some, however, been a difficult 

summer.  We will all have seen the tragic story of the three young girls who lost their lives in a random attack 

on a dance class, and just this week we have witnessed another school shooting in the United States. We have 

also heard that another local school is grieving after the loss of one of their young people during the summer 

holiday.

During this time, it’s critical that students feel safe in school.  We continue to support this in a variety of ways 

including the following: duty staff wear high vis jackets, all adults on site wear coloured lanyards, our gates are 

locked during the school day and there are a number of avenues for students to report concerns.

We also share regularly with students where they can find support for their wellbeing.  Our Year 10 students 

have just completed their Mental Health First Aid qualification, Student Ambassadors are available for peer 

support, Heads of Year available every day and we also have a school counsellor.

There are also fantastic charities offering a range of mental health support services.  The Centre for Mental 

Health offers this directory to help individuals find the best support for their needs: Helplines and crisis 

contacts - Centre for Mental Health

If you have a concern about your child, or another student at the school, please don’t hesitate to email their 

tutor or Head of Year or contact the DSL by emailing safeguarding@bishopstopford.com

Mrs Smith

https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/helplines-and-crisis-contacts/#:~:text=Other%20sources%20of%20advice%20and%20support%201%20Mind,Sane%20...%207%20NHS%20mental%20health%20services%20
https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/helplines-and-crisis-contacts/#:~:text=Other%20sources%20of%20advice%20and%20support%201%20Mind,Sane%20...%207%20NHS%20mental%20health%20services%20
mailto:safeguarding@bishopstopford.com


faith  |  justice  |  responsibility  |  truth  |  compassion 4

Year 7 Curriculum – Autumn Term 2024
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Save the Date – Culture Day

Mrs Smith

Extra-Curricular Sport Timetable
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunity for an outstanding and ambitious 

individual:

Curriculum Assistant

Successful candidates will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and governors and will 

play an integral part within the school.

Please visit our website vacancy page, where you will be able to view additional 

information regarding the role.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to hearing 

from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-75347
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