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Next week:
Week A

Assembly Theme:
Safeguarding

Monday 16 September

Year 11 Collective Worship

Tuesday 17 September

Year 10 Collective Worship

Wednesday 18 September

Year 8 & 9 Collective Worship

School Photographs

Year 13 Personal Statement 

Session

Thursday 19 September

Year 7 Collective Worship

Friday 20September 

Year 11 Communion

Year 12 & 13 Collective Worship

Year 12 – Introduction to 

Higher Education Talk

Welcome from us

Week Ending: 24th May 2024 NEWSLETTER
Week Ending: 13 September 2024

Welcome to the new school year from your Head Students. We are looking 

forward to getting to know and interact with all our new students in Years 7 

and 12. 

As Head Students, we lead the Student Leadership Team. This gives us the 

opportunity to introduce exciting events which will embody the spirit of Bishop 

Stopford School.

So, what does Bishop Stopford mean to us? Well in short, Bishop Stopford 

has moulded us into the students we are today and will help us become the 

people we aspire to be. It’s the acts of kindness and community that we see 

around school that every student aims to embody here and in life. This could 

be as simple as holding the door open for a teacher, or helping a new student 

get to their lesson. These are basic examples of what makes Bishop a 

welcoming environment. As you are aware, we have five core values of Faith, 

Justice, Responsibility, Truth and Compassion. Being a Bishop Stopford 

student means these values are part of our everyday life.

As Head Students, our big aim is to create connections between year groups. 

We want to continue to build an inclusive environment where everyone feels 

supported and heard. An event we are extremely excited to introduce is 

Culture Day in October. This event will showcase the spirit of Bishop Stopford 

and give students the opportunity to learn and appreciate the differences 

which make our school community so great. We look forward to seeing 

students in their cultural dress to celebrate the heritages we all have.

Preston & Isla 
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We are a Church of England School

Core Values

If you know of any student who you think is eligible for a Core Values in Action award, please email Mrs Peach

on hpeach@bishopstopford.com 

What’s on in the Chapel: come and join in!

mailto:hpeach@bishopstopford.com
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Safe Space

This week, we have seen all seasons in one day!  Predictions of a heat wave have, unfortunately, not 

materialised, and we’ve seen instead very changeable weather.  Our students have, as ever, been fantastic, 

moving inside when the rain has come and enjoying being outside when it’s dry.   We have noticed, though, 

that many students are not prepared for sudden showers or colder snaps.  We perhaps remember being 

teenagers ourselves and ignoring the well-meaning advice of the adults in our lives to take a jacket, ‘just in 

case’! It would be really helpful if you could encourage this, especially over the coming weeks.

If you are starting the year with any concerns about uniform and think you may be eligible for additional 

financial assistance through the Pupil Premium scheme, please don’t hesitate to contact our PP Co-ordinator, 

Mrs Norwood:  pnorwood@bishopstopford.com.

Mrs Smith

RSE, RE & Collective Worship

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from Relationships & Sex Education (RSE) except that which is 

within the requirements of the National Curriculum.  Parents also have the right to withdraw their child from 

Religious Education and Collective Worship. 

Please send any request for withdrawal to Mr Kirke on gkirke@bishopstopford.com.

Relationships & Sex Education

RSE is delivered to all year groups within the Christian context of Bishop Stopford School.  We consult with 

parents on our Policy to ensure we build knowledge and establish appropriate attitudes and values surrounding 

personal relationships, sexual development and behaviour.

RSE consists of three strands:

• the biological aspects of reproduction, taught within Science as part of the National Curriculum.

• social aspects of RSE, which are covered in programmes of Personal, Social, Health and Economic

   Education (PSHE), including information about HIV, Aids and other sexually transmitted infections.

• the moral aspects of RSE covered in the RE curriculum, including marriage, contraception, termination

   and family life.

If you have any queries relating to RSE, or would welcome the opportunity to view materials used in delivering 

it, please contact Mrs Wilson: pwilson@bishopstopford.com

Mr Smith 

Exam Certificates

GCSE and A level Certificates for the summer 2024 exam series will be presented to students at our Celebration 

of Achievement evening in December.  Students who are unable to attend this event will be able to collect their 

certificates from the exams office from mid-November.

Students who have not yet collected their GCSE and A level certificates for exams taken in 2022 and 2023 can 

do so now.  Please contact the Exams Office to make arrangements for collection.

Mrs Thomson

mailto:pnorwood@bishopstopford.com
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Scholarship Congratulations

Last year, I had the privilege of applying for the Army Officer Scholarship Scheme, a highly 

competitive application process available for Year 12s studying at a Sixth Form. This 

application lasted several months and culminated in a three day selection board at the Army 

Officer Selection Board in Westbury. This assessed my ability to cope under stress, 

leadership ability and organisational skills. 

Due to my performance at the selection board, I was able to meet the standard for an Army 

Officer and was one of fewer than 100 to receive a scholarship. This means that I will receive 

financial sponsorship throughout Year 13, and university, and then have the chance to go to 

Officer Training at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. 

Congratulations also to Will Wears who left us last year and has just taken up a Cricket Scholarship at Oundle 

School. This is an extremely prestigious scholarship and awarded entirely on merit.

Mr Kirke

Maths Help

Mr Gay

I would like to thank my Head of Year, Mrs Styles, for her support throughout the application process. Her support 

allowed me to take days out of school for my medical and selection board, and she also wrote a Head of Year 

report at the start of the application process.

Jacob Hicks 13E

Sports News

Athletics

Sammy Lok’s athletics journey continued in impressive style this summer.

He deserves huge congratulations in being selected for the U20 England Team in the recent Home Nations 

International at Eton.   If this were not enough, Sammy had the honour & privilege of being captain for this 

competition and England winning overall.  Sammy competed in the high jump recording a jump of 1.96.

Next week he represents England again in the Czech Republic switching events to long jump. We wish him all 

the very best!

County Bowls

Tabitha Fray (12W) was in three Northamptonshire County Bowls finals in the holidays: Under 25 Singles, Under 

25 Pairs and adult Fours, winning in the Pairs.  These qualified her for the Bowls England National Finals over 3 

weeks in August.  In the Singles, Tabitha made the last 16.  That match was played an hour after opening her 

amazing GCSE exam results so it was an emotionally challenging morning!

 Rowing

Former student Harriet Drake-Lee recently won Gold at the World U23 Rowing Championships in Canada! Harriet 

was one of the Women’s 8 crew. What an amazing achievement!!

Mr Young
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Year 8 Curriculum – Autumn term 2024
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Year 8 Curriculum – Autumn term 2024

Science Book Donations

Please could you donate any GCSE or A-level Science textbooks you no longer require at home?  We are always 

looking for ways to support our students, and additional resources would be gratefully accepted.  If they can be 

handed into the Octagon, I will ensure they reach the Science faculty.

Thank you

Dr McLaren



Year 6 into 7 Open Events

Open Mornings 2024
Monday 7, Tuesday 8, Wednesday 9 October

9:45 – 11:45am

Scan the QR Code or click here to book.

Open Evening 2024
Thursday 10 October

5:30 – 8:30pm

Headteacher’s Presentation: 5:45pm, 6:30pm

Bishop Stopford School 

Headlands, Kettering, 

NN15 6BJ 

www.bishopstopford.com 

Disabled Parking only on school site.

Open Evening: FREE Park & Ride 

Cornmarket Car Park, NN15 7QA

https://forms.office.com/e/1iddJfgpuA
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Bishop Stopford Musical

Mrs Armstrong
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunity for an outstanding and ambitious 

individual:

Afternoon Receptionist

Curriculum Assistant

Exam Invigilator

Cover Manager

Successful candidates will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and governors and will 

play an integral part within the school.

Please visit our website vacancy page, where you will be able to view additional 

information regarding the role.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to hearing 

from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-86325
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-75347
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Exam+Invigilator&pid=300
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-36813
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